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each of the four seas. The northern forests provided timber,
gold, and furs, the steppe lands provided wheat and cattle.
From the East European Plain the routes of the traders and
explorers followed the tributaries of the Siberian rivers, and
colonists moved into Siberia along the great steppe zone.
Finally, the highlands which marked the frontiers in the south
and east were reached.
As we trace out this development from early times, from
the tiny Moscow State, we can see how true is the statement
made by Kropotkin, the Russian author, that this was
"Russia's He de France."